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This Recipe Card provides a successful approach which significantly reduces the BME attainment gap at almost no 
additional cost to the academics running a module. It also significantly raises the average attainment levels of the 
whole cohort, including the White UK students. Typical achievement levels are for an average mark in excess of 70%.  
Iterative assessment raises the marks for most students by between 5% and 15%. This has been confirmed through 
the use of Learning Analytics to evaluate module results from the past three years which have used this technique. 
It is founded on the principal of the academic as a “Learning to Learn” expert, see http://tinyurl.com/qabms35 to 
view a video of a workshop on the subject. A critical aspect of the approach is the understanding that the tutor’s role 
is not to transfer knowledge to the students but to help them to learn how to research a problem and to obtain good 
evidence and then effectively critically evaluate the information in the context of the set problem. This turns the 
academic into a mentor of the developmental process. 
 

Iterative Assessment 
The essence of the approach is to use scheduled module contact time (lectures, seminars and workshops) for both 
formative and summative assessment of the submitted work. The assessment task is typically in the form of a 
business report which must be written using a specified MS Word Template (representative of the subject area 
academic journal requirements) in order to address employability aspects relating to effective and accurate 
communication using the relevant industry standards. 
The assignment specification will identify two dates for submission of the report, typically four weeks apart. The first 
submission point will require the submission of the “Final Draft” version of the report to Turnitin. The second date 
will be the submission date for the final version of the report.  In most cases the Final Draft is the version that 
students would normally have submitted for summative marking. The assignment marking rubric is attached to both 
submission points. Schedules are published for the students to visit the tutor, with about 8 - 10 minutes allocated for 
each student, mainly during the scheduled class times, possibly extending over a period of two weeks for larger 
cohorts. On occasion a small amount of additional non-scheduled time may be required. 
 

Formative Assessment of the “Final Draft” 
As each student attends their scheduled slot, the rubric is used and the Turnitin annotation and comment features 
are used to provide comprehensive feedback on the current status of the report and the improvements that can be 
made to both the presentation standards and the academic content. Each student leaves the formative feedback 
session with a clear understanding of their provisional mark and what needs to be done to improve the report. They 
then have the opportunity to incorporate the improvements before the final submission. 
This process is an approximation to the mentoring and supervision processes that our students can expect from 
good employers. 
 

Summative Assessment of the Assignment 
A similar schedule is issued for the final summative marking of the work, which again is completed during scheduled 
contact time, or during the exam period. A similar marking process is used, with the difference being that much less 
formative comment is now needed. The students depart knowing their final mark (subject to moderation). 
 

Benefits 
The students benefit by getting the necessary formative feedback whilst it is still relevant and can be acted upon and 
get instant access to their grades. There is no waiting for two to three weeks. They also get much better grades. 
Staff benefit by more effective use of their time. 
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