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 University of Derby 

Digital Literacy 

What is Digital Literacy? 

There are many definitions of “Digital Literacy”. Most boil down to: 

“The capabilities which fit someone for living, learning and working in a digital society” 

What does digital literacy look like? 

 

 

 

← Jisc break digitial literacy down into 6 
overlapping elements(1). Digital Capabilities: the 
six elements. 

← Core to the development of any digital 
literacy is basic ICT proficiency, as without this 
it can be difficult to develop further skills and 
practices.  

← Digital identity and wellbeing surrounds 
everything we do when developing digital skills 
and practices, so is seen to be part of each of 
the other 5 elements. 

← Jisc also provides examples of the types of 
skills which learners, teachers and researchers 
might develop within the different elements. 

The skill one needs in order to be considered digitally literate is field specific. A person with a certain skill set might 
be digitally literate for a career in Law, but not for one in Animation.  

The University of Bath invited its Faculty committees to consider what a digitally literate graduate would look like in 
their area(3). You can see the hierarchies they created using the links below: 

Faculty of Engineering and Design Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Faculty of Science School of Management 

What can you do to promote the development of digital literacy with your students? 

 Have a look at the digital literacy hierarchy from Bath that most closely matches your programme area. Do 
you agree that a graduate with all of those skills would be as prepared as possible for a career in your field? 

 Audit current digital literacy delivery within your programme. Where and how are digital skills explicitly 
covered by the curriculum? The Jisc NUS Benchmarking tool – the student digital experience is a useful tool 
to help you do this. 

 Do you have a forum for sharing digital practices you use with colleagues? Examples of practice can be seen 
on the Ideas Factory and the TEL me more community of practice provides you with a place to share these. 

 Do you have a forum for students to share digital practices with peers and staff? 
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